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MADAM, 


$ now publiſhed, at your ' requeſt, 
ere wiſhed this work had 


allen into better hands, but my re- 
ation, for ſome years, to the deceas d, 
o your ſelf, and the reſt of chat 
durch, of which he was ſo long paſ- 


to, would not admit of my 


uy thing I could do, to ſhew 
A* 


OU too well know / the ſorrows ? 
ful occaſion, on which the en- 
ling ſermon was lately preached, and 


The D E DGG AT ION. 
pect to the memory of the dead, 
and to promote the ſpiritual benefit, 2 
viceable to th 
of religion. I ſhould have been glad, 

if my time and abilities had been beter 
| ſuited, to improve the ſabject, and 
occaſion of this diſcourſe : my inſuff- 
ciency for one part of this ſervice, aril 
ing. from my want of longer, and 
more intimate acquaintance with the 
deceas d, whilſt he was in health, may 
perhaps be more than made up, by 
the accounts, which I have {feceivd 
from others; at leaſt that defect might 
| have been ſupply'd, had there bec 
a more skillful hand, to have draw 
up the narrative. 


a 


_ _. However, I hope, that a love to th. 
important and comfortable truths con 
rain'd in my text, the value whid 
you have for his memory, whoſe: cha 


racter is here attempted to be ſet in 
12 A mort 


The DEDICADTON 
more open and laſting light, will pro: g 
cure me, at leaſt, your candid recep- 
tion of what is here offer'd:to: your 

peruſal. 75 5120 ano err 


lt is the life which is inward, and that 
which is eternal, muſt alleviate your 
grief, and aſſiſt you, in your duty, 
patiently to ſubmit to God's correc- 
don, and neither to deſpiſe his chaſ- 
tening, nor faint under his rebuke. 
t may, and it ought, to quiet your 
ſpirit, if you conſider, that the will; of 
the allwiſe and gracious God is done, 
that he did not bring this affliction 
upon you all at once; but has been 
calling you to expect and prepare for 
this loſs, by ſeveral years infirmities 
and weakneſs, in which there was 
very ſmall room to hope for a re- 
covery; yet there were mix - 
5 * in this alice diſ- 
penſation, in that your late dear con- 
tort, after the firſt violent ſhock, 
was ſo far recover d to the uſe 2 
I 


"Wh | 
Tit DED ICATTON. 
bis ſeuſes and reaſon, had ſuch a frees 
dom from pain, and ſuch compoſure 
of mind; in that your life and heah I © 
were continued, to be ſo great a help 


and comfort to him; and in that you 


were enabled to go throu your work ] 
with fo much tende | | care, aud | 

And, Madam, you will in, upe | 
reflection, that you have great reaſon, WW | 


not only to be ſubmiſſive, but like- 
wiſe to be thankful to God, when 
you look back on. the many yearsof 
comfort you have enjoy d in, and with, 
your late excellent relative, and think 
on the great and uncomtnon, tho due 
reſpect, which he met with from the 
church, not only before his incapaci- 
ry for publick ſervice, but ever 
fince, which was manifeſted, in the . 
handſome ſupply which they cheat- WF . 
fully rais d for him, and in that fur» WF 
ther teſtimony of regard, which, with WW . 
o much unanimity, they were will. WW. 


The DE DICAT LON 

ing to have paid to his, memory, 
had it been conſiſtent with his own 
order and appointment 


May you receive a ſufficient ſup» 
ply of grace from him, in whom 
all fullneſs dwells! May your de» 
ſcendants be all the lively images 
of their father's faith and holinels ! 
the things which they have learned, 
received, heard, and Gon in him, may 
they do, that the God of peace may 
be with them! 


[ deſire that this memorial of the 
faith, which he receiv'd, preached, 
and in which he defir'd his peo- 
ple might always ſtand faſt, and his 
good example, both in God's houſe, 
and in his own, may be peculiarly 
erviceable to the family, and the 
congregation more immediately con- 
cerned in his removal from us; and 
allo that it may be more publickly 
and extenſively uſeful to others, into 

whoſe 


ThODE ne ano 
to 0 

2 may * — 

ashe follow d Chriſt, 2 ma oo 

that gracious and- glorioils life / here 

repreſented and vevthniended= Thi 

5s and hal be the prayer ah, 4 1 
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HES E words were choſe, by my 
late reyerend brother, and your ex- 
cellent aſtor, to be preached on, 


after his deceaſę: They are very ſuitable to 


his ſentiments, experience, and the circum- 
ſtance of his caſe. He had long enjoy d 
a vigorous and uſeful life, which promis 
25 many years of future ſeryice, - as m 
of his age could hope for; but by a very 
ſudden and ſurpriſing ſtroke it was threat» 
end with being immediately taken away; 
making it evident that all the glory of man 
is 25 the flower of the graſs, which fades 
away, God was pleaſed, after ſome time, 
to grant him a revival of his intcllec- 
tual faculties, and an opportunity and abili- 
ty to reflect upon the frailty of natural life, 
and on the ſecurity of that unſeen, fuper- 
natural, and eternal life, which believers 
have with Chriſt in God: The comfort 
and ſupport which this gave him, together 
Fith the excellepcy 2 uſefulneſs of the 
2 9 ſubject, 
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2 A FUNERAL SERMON - 
ſubject, inclin'd him, (as I ſuppoſe) to te- 
commend it to yoy, by the mouth of an. 
other, when. he himſelf ſhould be filent 
in the duſt, Had it pleaſed God to have 
granted the many ardent requeſts for his 
recovery, which in this place, and elſe. 
where, were put up to him, our prayers 
would have beth turn'd into praiſes, and 
we might have now met together, with a 
joy equal to our preſent ſorrow, But ſee. 
ing God has ſeen fit to put an end to his 
ſervant's patience, and our ſupplications 
for him, by taking him out of this world, 
it becomes us to ſubmit to the allwiſe and 
fovercign arbiter of life and death, who 
has now after almoſt five years waiting at 
the door, admitted him into the joy of his 
Lord: and as he had deſired, on the day 
of God's holy reſt on the earth, he began 
his everlaſting reſt in heaven. This may 
juſtly call us to conſider, how many minil- 
ters of the firſt rank among us, for age, 
abilities,and uſefulneſs, have, in leſs than two 
years, been temoy'd out of this city, by 
death. What may ſupport us, in ſuch an 
afflicting caſe is this, tho” miniſters die, 
yet Chriſt lives till; tho' the inſtruments 
of ſpiritual life are taken aWay, Jet the 


author and fountain of it ſtill remains, and 


is ever the ſame. The church has life both 
in and from Chriſt her head; this * ne- 


ver fail, for it is hid wich Chriſt in © 
K an 


A. GG 


S ae „ 


FOR Ma. NESB IT T. 3 
and when Chriſt appears, all the partakers 
of this hidden life ſhall hu with him 


in glory. 
The words of my text, as they liein con- 


nection with what precedes, and what 


follows, are attended with ſome difficulty: 


In the foregoing ſentence, the apoſtle af. 


firmed that the Coloſſians were dead, and 


yet, in my text, he ſpeaks of them as alive: 
The life and the death are affirmed not 
only of the ſame perſons, but alſo at the 
ſame time. You are dead, and your life 
is hid with Chriſt in God”. Here is a ſeeming, 
but no real contradiction, nay rather the 
ſtricteſt connection and agreement, for liv- 
ing to the world, and the fleſh, and living 
to God, are like light and darkneſs ; the 
entrance of the one is the excluſion of 
the other. At the time the ſoul begins to 
live to God, it dies to ſin. It is true, the 
text puts the death before the life; but the 
poſition of the words is not always in 
ſcripture, according to the order of things: 


for inſtance, a death is put before the pre- 
lent life, and yet it doth not go before 


it. The life ſpoke of, in my text, as it 


cxpels one ſort of death, ſo it promotes an- 
other : It excludes a death in ſin, but it 


aways includes a death to it. Paul was 
crucified b to the world, * he lived and 
gloried in Chriſt, 


© Rome viii. 38. 2 Cor. vii. 3. * Galat. vi. 14. 
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As death makes a ſeparation» between 
the moſt intimate friends and companions 
ſo the ſpirit and grace of Chriſt, by turning 
the biaſs of the heart and affections to God, 
in proportion, break the union and commu- 
nion between the ſoul and ſenſual, ſinful ob. 


jects: this is called a being dead, but it is fit 


from being inconſiſtent with ſpiritual life, 
becauſe it appears to be the fruit and effect of 
it. When ſin was condemned and execu. 
ted, in Chriſt's ſufferings, the members are 
ſaid to die © with Chriſt their head: For 
this reaſon, they reckon themſelves 4 dead 
to ſin, but alive to God thro” Chriſt; and 
in this reſpect, as well as in the former, 
the Chriſtian is both dead and alive, at once; 
dead with Chriſt, dead to ſin andthe world, 
as he is buta pilgrim here, the life below 
is not properly his life; that is a ſpiti- 
tual eternal life, hid with Chriſt in God. 

If we conſider the text, in connection 
with the words immediately following it, 
we ſhall find, that Chriſt is the Chriſtian's 
life, and yet it is ſaid to be with him: 1s 
it then both Chriſt's and ours? Is it both 
in Chriſt, and yet with him? 

1 hope it will appear, in the enſuing dil- 
courſe, that it is no abſurdity to ſay, that 
tho' Chriſt is the Chriſtian's life, yet it is 
with him; that it is both his and ours, in 


© Rom. viii, 3. * Rom. vi. 3, 11. 


N .* 
— 
4 
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different reſpects; Chriſt is the Chriſtian's 
life, and his life is with him, as he is 
the fountain of it, as he has procured it, 
and as he works, maintains, reveals, and 
perfects itz and it is the life of a Chriſtian 
as it is wrought in him, and given to 
him. | 
Having thus eee to cle 
connection and dependence of my 
ſhall, as God ſhall. enable impfove the 
ſenſe and deſign of it, 'in the management 
of the following doctrine deduced from 
it; 


6 The Chriſtian's ſpiritual, and eternal life 
n is hid, with Chriſt, in God. 


In diſcourſing on this point I ſhall ob- 
ſerye the following method. 


I. I ſhall conſider the character, or de- 
(ription of the perſons here ſpoke of. 


II, I ſhall explain what this life is, and 
what intereſt believers have in it. 


Ill, 1 ſhall enquire how it is hid with 
Criſt in God. 


IV. I ſhall make application. 


To diſcuſs theſe heads, according totheir 
weight 


4 


ever 1ſhall proceed upon them as the tim 
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lume, rather than a ſingle ſermon; ; how. 


* , 
_— 


1:7, 


will allow. 


I. I ſhall conſider the character and de. 
ſcription of the perſons here ſpoke of: 
And this is beſt taken from the Apoſtle'; 
own deſcription of them; they were ſuch 


. as had faith in Chriſt Feſus and love to 


all the ſaints; ſuch as knew. the grace of 
God in truth; ſuch as were delivered from 
the power of darkneſs, and were tranſl. 
ed into Chriſt's kingdom; ſuch as were re- 
conciled, had received Chriſt, and were riſen 
with him thro' faith of the operation of 
God; ſuch as were quickened with Chtiſ, 
had their ſins forgiven, and who when 
Chriſt appears ſhall appear with him in 
glory. 


ee perſons then, to whom this life be. 
longs, are ſuch as God has choſe, Chriſt 


has redeemed, and the holy Spirit hath be- 
gun to ſanctify; ſuch as have union with 
Chriſt, as their living head, have a ſcn- 
tence of life paſſed upon them, and have 
2 principle of ſpiritual life infuſed into 
them. This is the character which the A- 
poſtle gives the Coloſſians, and ſuch only 
enjoy the life mentioned in my text. 


© Col. i. 4. 6. 13. 21. ii. 6. 12. 1. 
II, I fhal 
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II. I ſhall explain what this life 1 is, and 
what intereſt believers have in it. 

1 ſhall ſhew what this life is, it is not 
common or natural life; that is not 
hid, but is, in ſome meaſure, known by 
experience tO all men, and enjoyed by 
them; but the life here intended is ſpoke 
of with limitation and diſtinction; the A- 
poſtle ſays to the Coloſſians, “ your life z” 
not to confine it to thoſe individual 

ſons, to whom he wrote; but to point out 
that ſort of perſons, who -only do or can 
enjoy it; that is true believers, and not 
others, The Scripture has aſſured us, that 
he that hath not the Son hath not life, 
and that they who have this life are hap- 
py for ever: Hence the Apoſtle tells us that 
they who had this ſpiritual life, ſhould ap- 
pear with Chriſt in glory. The life of the 
wicked has no ſuch entail upon it: When 
they appear, in the reſurreQion, it will be 
vith * everlaſting ſhame and contempt: 
which makes it plain, that - the life ſpoke 
of in my text, is of a very different nature 
irom every kind of life which wicked men 
do or can enjoy. What this life is, we 
cannot ſo eaſily tell: Life of all forts is 4 
myſterious thing, it is better known by its 
operations and effects, than by its formal 
nature and eſſence; but this divine life 


 f Dan. Lii. 2. 
3 


1, 
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8 A FUNERAL SERMON - 
is, in a peculiar manner, a hidden life) 
There are, as I take it, three things inclu- 
ded in it, a ſentence of life paſſed upon 
the perſon, and ſo it is a life of righte: 
ouſneſs; a principle of ſpiritual life infuſed 
into him, and ſo it is a life of grace; and 
this principle raiſed to the higheſt perfec. 
tion and honour, and ſo it is a life of glory. 
(..) There is alife of righteouſneſs, which 
every true believer has. 5 The ſpitit is 
life becauſe of righteouſneſs”, that is, as 
one ſays, we are juſtified of God: The ſen- 
tence of death is taken off, which ſin had 
procured, and a ſentence of life paſſes up- 
on the perſon, on the account of Chriſts 
righteouſneſs imputed to him, By the 
gift of righteouſneſs we reign in life 
This is clearly and fully declared in theſe 
words ; © as by the offence” of one; judg- 


— 22 oa. —-— a—_ au a Me. At. 


ment came upon all men to:condemnati- 9 
on, even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, : 
c 


the free gift came upon all men, to juſtif- 
cation of life”. By the righteonſneſs of one I A 
Chriſt, the grace came upon, all men, giv- 
ing them juſtification inſtead of ſin, and life 
inſtead: of death, as one i of the antients has 
explain d it to this kind of life all the 
parts of my text well agree: it is the belie. 
5 0 , * | . 1 33 1 13 2 | 297 09 
„ Rom. viii. 10. | Rom. v. 17 19. 

i Obrw g die Ts Aixciapere; TE tre; xgi500, tis mart; 6 
Dares, 20:05 Orders aurol; 3, Axaiwoy, an v; a ponprins, 3 
uu dn, res garn. Theophylact. in loc. 


vers 
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For MR. NESBIT Tr. 9 
vers, for he paſſes from death to life: it 
; with Chriſt, for his righteouſneſs is the 
meritorious cauſe of it; and, it is in or 
with God, for it is he that juſtifieth: It is 
4 life that ſhall continue forever, and ſhall 
be enjoyed in glory. Could the ſentence 
of life. be revoked, the heavenly man- 
ſons would be preſently unpeopled, and 
the curſe of the law would fink all the 
children of Adam down into that eternal 
death, which it had brought many into 
before. But * whom God juſtifies, them he 
alſo glorifics; they reign in everlaſting life 
with Chriſt their Lord and head. | 

As Adam died ſpiritually that very day 
he eat the forbidden fruit, ſo the ſoul be- 
gins to live, that very moment Chriſt's 
tighteouſneſs is imputed, by God, and re- 
ceiyed by faith : This righteouſneſs is ever- 
laling and the ſentence is irreverſible ; there- 
fore this life endures forever. But this 
tighteouſneſs doth not go alone, for when 
bod paſſeth a ſentence of life, at the 
ſame time. 


2. He infuſes a principle of ſpiritual 


life. This is the lite of grace, this life, 
and the former, are always connected in 
tue ſubject. If unbelievers are in a ſtate 
of condemnation and if we are juſtified by 
faith; then, ar the ſame inſtant, wherein 
bod paſſes a ſentence of life, he infuſes 
* Rom. viii. 8 30. v. 17. John iii. 18. Rom. v. 1. 

3 a prin» 
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a principle of life into the ſoul. This in: 
ternal life hath various names, in n Scrip. 
ture; it is called Chriſt's living in the 
ſoul, and the ſoul's living by faith in him: 
It is a divine holy power quickening the 
ſoul and engaging it to cleave to Chriſt, 
and to love, honor and obey him. This 
life Chriſt works, by that ſpirit, which u. 
nites him and the ſoul to each other; 
and he not only preſerves this union, and 
maintains the inward principle of it, but 
alſo by new influences he excites it, and 
draws it forth into exerciſe, as the heat of 
the ſun draws up the ſap from the root of 
the tree into its branches, and cauſes it to 
produce leaves and fruit aceording to its 
kind. * Faith, love, joy and meekneſs art 
fruits of the ſpirit. He works and excites 
this life in the Chriſtian, who lives in the 
ſpirit, and walks in him. As the branch 
-derives its life and fruit from the vine, on 
which it grows; ſo the believer receives 
his ſpiritual life and vigour from Chtiſ, 
his living root and head: This life, like 
intellectual life, exerts it ſelf by fight, de- 
fire, joy, and delight: Ir ſees divine objedis, 
moves towards them with inclination; and, 
when they are enjoy'd, finds. great ſatis- 
faction and pleaſure in them: Theſe are the 
genuine iſſues of this life, of which we have 


= Gal. ii. 20. Ibid. v. 22. 25. | 
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2 multitude of inſtances, both in Scripture 
and experience. © Whom have I in hea- 
ven but thee, and on earth there is none 
that ] deſire beſides thee. As the heart pant- 
eth after the water brooks, ſo panteth my 
ſoul after thee, O God,” ſaid the holy pſal- 
miſt, who had no ſmall meaſure of this 
ſpiritual Iife Lam ſpeaking of. With my 
foul have deſired thee in the night, and 
with my ſpirit will I ſeek thee carly,“ ſaid 
the church, in ? one place; and in 1 another; 
« ſat under his ſhadow with great delight, 
and his fruit was ſweet to my taſte.” 
Perſons new born, endow'd with this di- 
yine life, deſire * the ſincere milk of the 
word, and come to Chriſt as moſt precious, 
having taſted that he is gracious. © To me 
to lire is Chriſt” (f ſaith the Apoſtle,) that 
is, he is the principle and end of my life, 
my ſoul is engaged to love and ſerve him 
whilſt Iam in the body; but yet he ſpeaks 
of himſelf as © having a deſire to depart 
and to be with Chriſt, which is far better ;” 
thus doth the internal ſpiritual life exert 
and ſhew itſelf; thus it is preſſing forward 
towards the celeſtial ſtate, and at length 
it arrives there. The life of grace is turned, 
3. Into a life of glory; which is the ſame 
divine life raiſed to the higheſt perfection 


o Pla. Ixxiii. 25. Pſa. xlii. 1. P Ia. xxvi. 9. | 
Sol. Song ii. 3. 4. 1 Pet. i. 2, 3, 4. Phil. 1. 21, 22, 23, 
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and honour, As the believer's union with 
Chriſt can never be diſfolved, fo his piritual 
life can never ceaſe. Heaven doth not de. ( 
ſtroy. it, but fills the foul with it, in. its ct 
greateſt glory. The divine life, in heaven, al 
will differ from what it is now, in degrees, b 
but not in kind: it will be [exerciſed in 4 Ml ©: 
different manner; but the nature of it Wl yi 
will be the ſame. Hence believers are 0 
ſaid * to have eternal life already. Chriſt li 
who has given his children the princi- u 
ple of this life, will alſo give them full b 
poſſeſſion. He gives his ſheep eternal tc 
life. When Chriſt who is our life ſhall ap- n 
pear, we alſo ſhall appear with him in glory, f 
It doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: 
who knows what it will be to drink, 
in life and glory, at the fountain's head, 
when all our powers ſhall be enlarged and 
fitted to take in as much as our nature can 
bear? who can tell how like to Chriſt, in 
life and glory, the immediate ſight of him 
will make the Chriſtian? The power and 
influence of the holy Spirit, which began 
to quicken him on carth, will make him 
all light, all life, all love, and all glory in 
that bleſſed world. 

( 2.) I ſhall next conſider, what intercſ 
believers have in this lite, and how it is 
theirs. 


* 1 John v. 13. John x. 28. | | 
Col. iii. 4. 1 John iii. 2. Rev. Xii. 1, 3. : 
| 3 1. 1 


rern r Yr] 3 * o-o'p_ 


Eh % gon —$rnnns 


es ww Þ ww. mn a= Om eee ww oo eS 


— 


FOR Mk. NESBIT T. 13 
1. Tis theirs by God's appointment and 
decree; © this” grace was given them in 


Chriſt, before the world began. God 


compelled by none, and not conſulting 
any, of his own purpoſe, and moved only 
by the force of his own goodneſs, ſaved 
us, according to the model which he had 
pitched upon in Chriſt, without beginning 
or from eternity *. Salvation includes this 
life, and that being thus contrived, fired 
upon, and given in Chriſt from eternity, 
by his free and ſovereign grace, muſt come 
to paſs : hence thoſe who were 7 from eter- 
nity ordained to eternal life, believe in 
time: this is a good title to life, for God's 
counſel ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his | 
pleaſure, God worketh all things accord- 
ing to the counſel of his own will, and 
therefore the election or perſons elected 
obtain :; tho' the reſt ate blinded. * We 
have obtained an inheritance, being pre- 
deſtinated thereto : this inheritance is ob- 
tained by virtue of God's appointment : 
this, like a deed of gift, is a good title, tho 
ve cannot plead it, till it be made mani- 
felt, by effectual calling, which is a procla- 
mation of the perſon's right and title to 


. 9. 
, Oed LON 20blog rufe cu uderres, 2 is Mas 
Views an c Ths aryaForom auTy bud wires, tec, 57 


r be, reh Abi run debtigas i i X gie Invod meg 
ley aw) jy, Chryſoſt. in loc. 
Acts xiii. 28;- Z Rom. xi. 7. * Eph. ii. 11. 
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this ſpiritual and eternal life, included: in 
the inheritance here mentioned. N 
2. Believers have God's promiſe forthe 
ſecurity: this is a farther confirmation of 
the immutable things, in which it is im. 
poſſible for God to lie: This is the 'pro- 
miſe which he has made, even eternal 
life; the heirs. of this promiſe may plead it, 
depend upon it, and call this life their own, 
The original promiſe was made before the 
World began; two or more parties are a. 
ways ſuppoſed in making a promiſe: this 
promiſe is ſaid to be in *: Chriſt: it was 
firſt made hy the Father to the Son, 28 
head of the church; and it is in his power 
and commiſſion to fulfill and keep it. The 
promiſe. is receiv d by us, when we receive 
Chriſt by < faith, „that they which are 
called might receive the ptomiſe of cternal 
inheritance.” It is thro' the ptomiſes that 
we are partakers of that ſpiritual life, which 
is called a divine 4 nature. Theſe pro- 
miſes are great and precious, becauſe the) 
are made not to any previous qualifications; 
but are given in an abſolute way. The 
dead ſhall hear the voice of tlie Son Ol 
God; and they that hear ſhall live. I vil 
put my ſpirit within them, and cauſe the 
to walk in my ways.” By virtue of theſe 
promiſes, and many others that might be 


b 2 Tim. 5. 1. e Rom. ix. 15. 4 2 Pet. i. 4 
John v. 25. Ezek. xxzv. 36, 37. 
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mentioned, the redeemed ſtand intitled to 
ir W the life ſpoke of. © | 
of z. Believers are entitled to this life, by 
n. W their union with Chriſt: they have it in 
„ their head. * This is the record which 
a W God hath given us, eternal life; and this 
i, Wl life is in his Son; he that hath the Son hath 
n. WH life.” The members cannot die eternally, 
he that arc united to ſuch an eternal living 
al. head. © 5 Becauſe I live, ſaith Chriſt, you 
nis WI ſhall live alſo.” By virtue of this union, 
74s belieyers have an intereſt in the life and 
WM glory of their bleſſed Lord and head, The 
ver union is vital; it conſiſts in a participation 
of the ſame quickening ſpirit, which dwells 
in Chriſt, and in his members. He that is 
join'd with the Lord is one ſpirit with him, 
and therefore muſt have life ; for he is life, 
and in him there is no death at all. A be- 
liever therefore being united to Chriſt, has 
an intereſt in this life; for he is in part poſ- 
ſeſſed of it already. live,“ faith the 
apoſtle Paul, vi. Chriſt lived in him, by 
that ſpirit and life which made him free 
from death. 

4. Chriſt's death gives his orie a right 
to this life. It is what he purchaſed for 
them: he died for us; that, „i whether 
ve wake or ſleep, we ſhould live together 


' 1 John v. 11, 12. 1 John xiv. 1: 
* Gal. ii, 20, r Tbefl v. 10, * 
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with him.“ Chriſt ſhall ſee the travel, 6f 


his ſoul, and be ſatisfied. Chriſt gare his (i 
ficſh for the life * of the world: he gave Ml ; 
his fleſh to death, for the life of the world. f 
By dying he deſtroy'd death, and procurd x 
a life in holineſs and blefledneſs, as! one 
explains it. For this end God gave his Son, h 
and the Son gave himſelf, that whoſoeyer ; 
believed on him, ſhould not periſh, but Wl ; 
ſhould have everlaſting life. The true be. WM ; 
liever ſtands intitled to this life by Chriſt's Wl 
death; and therefore he may call it his . 
own: Chriſt obtained it for him with 2. 
great ſum; he gave his own life, that the Bil xx 
believer might have eternal life. S I 
5. God the father has inveſted Chtiſt Wi ;; 
with authority and power, as redeemer, to Will 
give this life to his choſen ; and therctore Will 


they have a good title to it. Chriſt takes 
notice of this in his n prayer to the Father, ll cx 
faying, © thou haſt given him power over Will je 
all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal lite to n: 
as many as thou haſt given him,” If Chrilt's Wc: 
commiſſion was to give eternal life to all Wl irs 
the choſen, then they have a right to it, N tio 
and ſhall certainly have it. The believer 

claims under Chriſt, and by virtue of the 
grant made to him for his people. Chriſ 
uſed this plea, and the believer may go Bi 


John vi. 11. Theophylact. in loc. dy 


God 


* — 


= John iii. 16. John xvii. 2. 


&Q > 


FOR Mi Merbrri: 5 17 
This 


God and ay, Lord, I himbly* claim 


f 

lie, and call it mine; l thou haſt 

108 commiſſion to thy Son, to beſthw 

„Foa as many as were piyen kim; even, o 

d all who” come to. thee by. him, of wi ch 

6 eg hope, I am one, 2nd mee 

„, have a right and title to it. The Lamb 9 

it book of life, in which all their names are 

enten who were e given to him. Such as 
1 iſt, may theteby know, 


drt they ate of the ha Ppy. number, who 
1s have a good al 38 on 

26. Believers 5 gs pledge ind earneſt 
ic Wl of eternal life. ey w. ple Bye true faith, 
| have the holy Sp, as a fpirit of life r; and 
it s he is the author, fo he is the carneſt of 
'0 BY cternal life.“ God hath wrought us for 

the ſelf (ame thing, vi. the glorious life. 

* 4 Doeſt thou deſire a pledge of this? (faith 
one) he hath given us the earneſt of his ſpirit 3 
he hath ſanctified our ſouls and bodies, and 
made both more divine, freeing us from 
ſa, from whence death ſprung; and by free- 
Ing us from ſin, he hath deſtroyed corrup- 
tion; for that came in by ſin: thus there- 


Per. xiii, 8. Xx. 27. „2 Cor. v. 5. 
e by — in To cuith< 
,, io xs, Ka L j A n , xa? Se- 
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urchas' a0 our life 15 his own cara 
85 iritual and eternal life is the travel of hi 
foul, the offspring. of his blogd;;he cat 
not therefore think meanly, of "it, ot be un. 

concern d about it: it is alſo with Chriſt, 
as the medium of it: all fallacs well 
i him, and of his fullneſs, as, mgdiator, 

e all receive. It is his office to giue f ; 
life to God's choſen. - He is the. way, ü 
truth, and the life, the true 175 
way, to ſpiritual and eternal 
with Chriſt, as the * efficient cauſe of it 
it is he that quickens us by his ſpirit, ane 
firſt cauſes us to live by his Stace, and the! 


Jcha l. 4. +: * Jobs iv. 6. | n 
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to live wich kim in glory. Chriſt lives "in 
us, and ſo makes us to H, It is Cheri 
2 giveth life to the world, a0 e Him“ 
ſelf kas told us: he is the prince. * of life's 
ke quickeneth whom he win: other princes 
can, by a reprieve, or pardon, prolong life's 
but they © cannot give it at fitſt; that is 
Chriſt's peeuliar glory: he has it at com- 
mand. © He that hearerh the word and 
believeth, has everlaſting life, and is paſſed 
from death to life. The time is coming; 
and now is, when the dead hall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they that heat 
ſhall live.” The Chriſtian's life is witk 
Chriſt, as he is his people's repreſentatives 
in him (cloath'd with our nature, and 
Alled with this ſpiritual glorious life) they 
now fit in herds it is with Chen as the 
pattern and pledge of it: God deſigned to 
conform his people to * the image of his 
Son, and make them like him, in life and 
glory: they ſhall have a reſemblance to him, 
tho in all things he ſhall have the preemi- 
fence, Chriſt has taken poſſe ſſion 6f erer- 
nal life, as his people's forerunner; and when 
he appears, they alſo ſhall appear with him 
m glory, It is with Chriſt as the finiſher 
ok it; he brings it to perfection. Here he 
giyes the ag ie; in hey} he ay 


© Gal. ii. 20. 1 vi. 33 * Ads wu. 1 
Jehn v. 24, 25. * Eph. i. 4. Rom. vil 29. 
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the fullneſs, of it. He that brings many 
ſons to glory never lets go his hold, till he 
has, inſtated them in eternal life, free from 
all fear or danger of death, or miſery, + 
I. ſhall next conſider What relation this 
life has to Gd. % 
(..) It is in him, viz, he is the original 
and fountain of it. All life is deriy 
from God, with whom is the fountain of 
life. God as including Father; Son, and 
holy Spirit, begins, carries on, and perfects 
this life: it flows from the divine wiſdom, 
power, grace, and love: it is too great and 
glorious a life to proceed from any lower 
cCauſe, or to be the effect of any inferior 
power. The infinite life of God ſupplies 
the Chriſtian, and he has a fullneſs of life 
in his God, how little ſoeyer he has in him. 
ſelf. What a comfort is this! 

2.) It is in God, as Chriſt who ptocur d 
it, and gives it, is in God; a glorious per- 
ſon in the Godhead. This is not only dodri- 
nally true, but to me ſeems to be intend- 
ed in my text, which places the immediate 
relation between this life and Chriſt, and 
between Chriſt and God. The life is with 
Chriſt, and Chriſt is in God. The Divi 
nity of Chriſt's perſon gaye dignity to his 
obedience, and enabled him to purchaſe 
the Church with his own blood, and to 


» Plal. xxxvi. 9 
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preſent. it hereafter to himſelf, in complete 


life and glory. The! believer! is in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt is in God; therefore the Chri- 
ſtian's life, being with Chriſt, is in Gd. 
« ein them, and) thou in me, that they 


may be made perfect in one, viz. that by 


virtue of believers union with me, and my 


union with the Father, they may be brought 


to perfect life and happineſs, and God may 


be all in all, all their light and life and glory, 
they all being united and happy in him. 

3.) It is in God, as he is the ſupport, 
centre, and perfection of it. If with reſpect 
to natural life we live, and move, and have 


our being in God, much more may this be 
ſaid of our ſpiritual, and eternal life, Our 


divine life ſubſiſts by his power, and is al- 
ways in his preſence; he who gave it pre- 
ſerves it by an infinite and gracious influ- 
ence: in his favour is life; he is the object 
and centre of it. This life is maintained 
by its union and communion with him, 


who is the author of it; it is a life ſuited 


to God, and in him it reſts as its moſt de- 
lightful object. * Return to thy reſt, O 
my ſoul,“ ſaid David. God is the Chri- 
ſtian's laſt reſort; his faith and love, hope 
and joy are in his God; and ſo his life is in 


and with him now, and will not be leſs ſo 


in that ſtate, where he ſhall be all in all. 


* Jobn xii. 23. Fir. Fi. 7. 
2. The 


— — — — 4 


— 


_— = 
— . . — 
— ͤſũ— — 


- 
— — =- a FS 
—q 


| 
] 
| 


— 111 a 


© IOC OO *- —<—— 


—_— —— 2 — —— — — -w@ 


—— — — 


22 A FYUNEIH ALS ENex 
2. The Chriftian's hie is ohſturd: v h 
doncealed, is hid; thus the goſpel = ih id 
tothem, whofe minds Satan hath: blinkeq. 
The Chriſtian's life is,” in this fene, ld, 
not from God and Chriſt, but from the 
world, and many times from hiuaſelf and un 
fellow Chriſtians. The men of the world 
know us not; they are blind, and canner 
ſee afar off. This life is an internal thing; 
it is heavenly and divine; it is wich Chuiſt in 
God, and ſo the natural man cannot kuow 
it, for it is only ſpiritually diſcera d. The 
world knew not Chriſt, when he was here 
below; the he had in him this ſpiritual life 
in perfection; and therefore it is no won. 
der, it cannot-diſcerh that ſmaller meaſure 
of it, which is in Chriſtians. The men 
of the world ſee the Chriftian's infirmities, 
and are well acquainted with the contempt 
caſt upon him; and theſe things farthet blind 
their minds; and conceal this liſe. The 
Church's glory is an inward glory, but het 
out ward appearance is often black! * ' 
Ihe life of grace is, various ways, a hid 
den life: the way of its production is un. 
feen to us; we no more know how the 
holy Spirit infuſes this life, than we know 
how the bones grow in the womb,' ot 
whence “ the wind cometh, and Whithet 
0 2 Cor. i. . 


® © 2 Cor. f. 14. 
b Pal. xlv. 13. 4. 13. ® John wy 8. 
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ſome conclude themſelves to have no life at 
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The remainers af ſin in the Chi- 


and, it may be, his fellow Chriſtians con- 
19 that he, is dead: the he has ſore 
life, yet it i like the ſparks eover'd under 
the aſhes, and got calily, diſcerned, Temp - 
tation often caſts a miſt before the belicyer's 
excs3, the Devil, is the actuſer of hie bre» 
then, as he does all he can tor makę the 
dead believe they are alive, that they. may 
be dead ſtill, o he mis very induſtrious to 
make thoſe ſpiritually alive,conclude;they are 
dead, that they may live the leſs to God; 

in love, thankfulneſs, and obedience; There 
is another thing which hides: this life, and 
that is deſertion, when God hides: his face 
the, believer is troubled: when the light 
is withdrawn he cannot fee the work of 
God upon his foul, nor feel his foul: mov. 
ing towards God, as formetly. When God 
ſhines not upon the ſoul, it is in darkneſs. 
In the winter when the ſun is at a farther 
diſtance from us, the fruit and leaves fall 
from the tree, and the ſap retires to the 
root, and to outward appearance the tree is 
dead, tho it be not really ſo; in like man- 
ner, when God withdraws his gracious, quic- 
kening influences, the Chriſtian grows life- 
leſs. and dead, in his frame; which makes 


all, He who is the Chriſtian's life, i is, as to 
1. in a ſtate inviſible, and dwells in light 
and 
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and glory, which no mortal eye can betfold; 
it is only by faith that we can now ſee kim, 
and on this account our life may be fad to 
be hid. Bodily infirmities often cloud the 
mind, and ſo they caſt à veil upon the ſpi. 
ritual and eternal life of the Chrililag. - It 
doth not appear at all likely, that ſich 2 
divine life ſhould dwell in' ſuch a body-or 
mind, as n of the heirs of E noy 
have. 

his life is alſo in 2 pen pan hig ko 
Chriſtians themſelves, as to the be wie 
it in glory: there is a veil upon it. © 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall bez eye 
hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor has it 
enter d into the heart of man, to conceiyt 
what God has prepared for them that love 
himi.“ Revelation doth not fully explain 
it; our faculties are not ſuited to under- 
ſtand it, our preſent frame could not ſtand 
under the diſcovery, nor ſhould we have 
patience to wait for the enjoyment, did 
we fully know it. There is alſo a veil of 
unbelicf and darkneſs, which keeps the 
Chriſtian from ſecing ſo much of this life 
as the word has revealed: as faith is the 
evidence, ſo unbelief is the obſcurity of 
things not ſeen: how much more have ve of 
the darkneſs than of the diſcovery ! on all 
the aforeſaid accounts the Sunn $ life i f 
properly call'd a hidden life. Fins 


i John iii. 2, 1 Cor. i: 9. 
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Tho the Chriſtlan's life is little ſeen, yet 

it is ſecute. th It is in Chriſt's hands, and 
none can pluck it-thence 8; It is in God, 
and who can take it from him, for he is 
greater than all, both in power, wiſdom, 
and faithfulneſs > Things are hid often for 
ſecurity, ſo is the Chriſtian's life ſecured 
with Chriſt in God: as the world can't 
know, ſo it can't deſttoy | it: The Devil 
himſelf cannot do it, for he who could 
not touch Job's natural life, when God for- 
bad him, ſhall not deſtroy the Chriſtian's 
ſpiritual life, ſeeing it is hid with Chriſt in 
God: when Chriſt gives the Spirit, he is 
as a well of water, ſpringing up to eternal 
life, The principle of this life can never 


decay, and outward violence cannot de- 


{troy it; for he that is in the Saints, is the 
infinite eternal Spirit, who js greater than 
he that is in the world. That we may 
not be impatient under the troubles of life, 
and under the deaths.in which we 
times are, we ſhould, as one well obſerves, 
note theſe words * with Chriſt,” and “ in 
God;” which ſignify, that our life is out 
of danger, tho' it doth not appear ; for God 
is faithful, s and will not reject what is depoſi- 
ted with him, nor deceive us, in the truſt 


e * "IT © 3. . 8 
Ae ne moleſta fit expectatio, notemus iſtas particulas, in 
Deo, & cum Chriſto, que ſignificant extra periculum eſſe 
man noſtram, tametſi non appareat. Calvin. in loc. 
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which he has undertaken and Chrif's 
being with him, carries ſtill the greater 
— with it; for what can we deſire 
more, than that our life - ſhould remain 
with the fountain of life? and therefore 
ve ſhould not be terrified Wen wah ſo. 
ever we look. 


APPLICATION. 


I. With what conviction may this 
doctrine ſtrike unbelievers, ſuch 28 
have not the Son i, have not life, for 
it is in and with him; and therefore ſuch 
as have no faith in Chriſt, have no inte- 
"reſt in · this life. Chriſt only * has the words 
of eternal life. The preſent life is but a 
vapour, | which ſoon vaniſhes away : And 
what will the unbeliever do, in the day of 
death, when natural life will fail him, and 
he has nothing but eternal death before 
him? May God, by his Spirit inwardly, 
and effectually, as well as by the written 
word, ſay to ſuch, <© Awake thou that 
ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chuil 
ſhall give thee light.“ 

II. Is the Chriſtian's life hid? then we 
ſhould enquire what intereſt we have in 
this life. Is it our life that is hid with 
. in God? If we have ſpiritual life, 


A Jala r. 12. * John vi. 68. James iv. 4- * Epk. v. 14. 
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ve have ſpiritual motion. Life is an ac: 


tiye principle, ſpiritual 4ife will-vent itſelf 


in love and holy deſires to God in Chriſt: 
Can we ſay, that there is none in hea- 
ven or on Earth that we deſire, ſo much as 
God? Do we come to Chriſt?” Is this our 
frequent imployment? Is it the buſineſs of 
out lives? Do we fincerely and intirely yield 
our ſelves to Chriſt? Do we liye by the 
faith of the Son of God, in dependence 
on his merit only for ſalvation, in depen- 
dence on his fullneſs for all promiſed grace, 
and in ſubjection to his laws, as our lord 
and king? If it be thus with us, then 
Chriſt lives in us, at preſent, and we ſhall 
live with him in glory hereafter; if we 
have ſpiritual life we have ſpiritual ſenſe 
and feeling. Is fin the greateſt burden? 
I; Chriſt's preſence the moſt delightful com- 
pany? And is what grieves his ſpirit, diſ- 
honours his name, and injures his intereſt, 
our grief and ſorrow ? * | 

III. Is the Chriſtian's life a hidden life, 
then it is no wonder that he is ſo little e- 
ſteem d in the world. Carnal men look 
only at the outward appearance, and there - 
fore they deſpiſe the true believer; they 
are ſtrangers to his inward worth and ex- 
cellency; they treat him as they treated 


* Pal. Kxiii. 25. 1 Pet. i. 4. Mat. xi. 23. Rom. vi. 13. 
Galat. il. 2Q., * ook, ix. 4 Rom. vii. 24 Cant. iii. 2. 
1 Cor. xii. 26. 


2 Chriſt 


28 A-FUNER'AL SER Nen 
jected, becauſe they ſaw no external beauty 
or comelineſs in him: But we have as little 
reaſon to value their judgment concerning 
a believer, as we have to value a blind man's 
opinion of colours; they ſpeak evil of : 
thing which they know not. However 
tho the Chriſtian is not! vaſued in this 
world, yet when his life ſhews itſelf, - in 
the future gloty, and the unbelieyer's death 
appears, in all its ſhame and horror, then thete 
will be a manifeſt difference ſeen betweenthe 
righteous and the wicked; and it will be 
evident, how much more excellent the 
righteous is than the wicked,' | 

IV. This doctrine directs the Chriſtian 
to whom he ſhould: have recoutſe, undet 
all his temptations, declenſions and weak: 
neſs; his life is hid with Chriſt in God: 
ſometimes it may be hard for the Chri- 
tian; to ſee or feel it in himſelf, yet thete 
it is, and with Chriſt is the reſidue oftbe 
ſpirit : he that gave life, and provided ſuch 
a ſecurity for it, can, and will, revive it, 
when it languiſheth 5 and will, at lal, 
change the life of grace into a life of glo- 
ry. The Chriſtian's covenant God has pro- 
miſed to ſtrengthen?, and uphold him. 
There is life and love enough in Chriſt, 
Such as have 4recciy'd grace and rightcoul 


? Fa. ali, 10. om. xv. 17- 
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neſs; ſnall reign in life wich him. If a 


believers body languiſhes and is dying 


daily, if the comforts of life fall, if — 
faith and hope are faint and weak, | 
till his ſpiritual life is ſafe, it is hid Gy 
Chriſt in God 5 and tho it is neither ſo vi- 
gorous nor. viſthle as he could wiſh, yet 
ſeeing Chriſt is the life, * ſuch as believe in 
him hal never die, ſpiritually, or eternally. 
This life as it is in the Chriſtian on earth, 
is but begun, imperfect, and obſcure; but 
view it, O Chriſtian ! as it is in Chriſt, thy 
head, now with God, and there it is per- 
felt, and glorious z and ſo ſhall thine be al- 
ſo, when Chriſt appears at the great day. 
Be ſtrong then in the grace of Chriſt, lift 
up thy hands that hang down, and raiſe thy 
head with joy, for thy glorious life draws 
every day nearer and nearer ; And Chriſt 
may now ſce more ſpiritual life in thee, 
than thou ſeeſt in thy ſelf; for that life 
which is hid to thee, is ſeen by him, to 
whom all things are open : Remember al- 
ſo that it is but a little time that thy life 
ſhall be hid, but its manifeſtation and glo- 


ty ſhall be eternal. 


V. How much better is it to be a mem- 
ber of Chriſt than to be an unbeliever, tho' 
in the greateſt worldly proſperity and glo- 
y: the Chriſtian has life in his head, and 


* 
John giv. 6. John xi. 26. | 
in 


in his heart, under all the marks of death 


ang miſery, that ſeem to be upon him; 
but the ſinner, under all the gaieties of 
life, has death in his ſoul, and eternal 
death in reſerve for his perſon; the Chriſt- 
ian has all his death in this world, and 
when he goes hence, life for evetmote; 
but the ſinner goes from death to death, 
from death ſpiritual and natural, to death 


eternal. | 

VI. Doth the Chriſtian live in Chriſt 
now by his grace, and ſhall he live with 
him in glory hereafter; then how much is 
he bound to live to Chriſt in this world! 


He has a principle of life, tho a hidden one: 


It is not ſo in Chriſt, as not to be in the 
Chriſtian; nor ſo in the Chriſtian, as not 
to be employed and improved. Hence the 
Apoſtle preſſes ſuch to mortify ſin, to be 
humble, long ſuffering, of a forbeating, for- 


giving ſpirit, not to love the world, but 


to ſet their affections on heavenly things 


to put on charity, and true chriſtian loye 


with many other duties. 

VII. What reaſon has the believer to love 
Chriſt, and cleave to him? he is his life, 
it is from him, it is in him; it ſhall be a 
glorious life, when the Chriſtian comes to 
be forever with him; this ſhould knit our 


affections to Chriſt, cauſe us to rejoyce. in 


{ Col. iti. 5, 16. 
him, 
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him, and to have no confidence in the 
feſh, The ſtrongeſt Chriſtian has no rea- 
ſon to be confident in himſelf, or to de- 
pend upon his on ſtrength; his ſpiritual 
life is with Chriſt in God: as, when, com- 
munication between the head and the mem- 
bers is not preſerved-in due-order; the bo- 
dy languiſhes and dies; ſo ſeyer'd from Chriſt, 
if that could be, the moſt flouriſhing, fruit- | 
ful Chriſtian would become a barren, wi- 
ther d branch, fit for nothing but the fire. 
What reaſon then has every Chriſtian, to 
clave to Chriſt, with purpoſe of heart, 
and to abide in him, that he may not be 
ahamed at his coming! 

VIII. What matter of comfort does this 
doctrine afford the true believer in every 
condition? Whatever he feels and what- 
ever he fears, he has ſpiritual life with Chriſt 
now, and ſhall have a glorious life with him 
forever. This may ſweeten the afflitions 
of life, and the approaches of death either 
to our ſelves or our chriſtian friends. Is 
Chriſt our life, and ſhall we not deſire 
to be with him, to adore and praiſe him 
in a better world, and in a better manner, 
tian now we can? Shall not every lawful 
means that leads us on to this future life, 
and glory, be weleome to us? 

This was the caſe of that faithful and 
eminent ſervant of Chriſt, whom God has 
now taken from us. He had, as I am in- 

form'd, 
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form'd, formerly preached ſome excellent 
ſermons on my text, and the ſame truths 
which he had deliver d to you, were very 
uſcful and comfortable to himſelt, in the time 
of his affliction. He ſaw his miniſterial 
work, (which had been his delight.) now 
done, his body dying, and as it were half 
dead; but the hidden and eternal life with 
Chriſt in God was his ſupport, this was his 
comfort: He felt the unſeen life, and hopd 
for that glorious life, into which we have 
reaſon to think he is now entred : Thus he 
poſſeſs d his ſoul in patience, under a long 
confinement ; but God has lately given him 
his diſmiſſion. It is, I ſuppoſe, both deſired 
and expected, that I ſhould now give a more 
particular account of him. 

We are called ro mark the perfect and 
upright man : The righteous ſhould be in 
everlaſting remembrance*, When the de-. 
vout men made great lamentation for“ Ste. 
phen, was it not by declaring, how much 
worth and goodneſs God had taken out of 
the world? Shall we view the wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs of God, in the works 
of the old creation, and not in thoſe of 
the new, wherein he has the greateſt de- 
light, and whereby he has the greateſt ho- 
nour? We are commanded to be followets* 
of them, who, thro' faith and patience, 
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inherit the promiſes, and the great cloud 
of witneſſes are to excite us, to xun with 
patience the race ſet before ds 4. 

As to faithful miniſters, there is a par- 
ticular injunction; © remember them which 
have the rule over you, Who have ſpoke 
to you the word of God, whoſe faith fol- 
low, conſidering the end of their conver- 
ſation . We have good warrant f, there- 
fore to recollect the faith: and converſation 


lt is an honou chat God puts otr his Saints depatted, 
eſpecially. ſuch as ſuffer'd and died for the truth, that even 
after their death, they ſhall be witneſſes to faith and obedi- 
ence, in all 8 They continue, in a ſenſe, ſtill to 
be martyrs : The faithful collections of their ang" -and 
of the teſtimony they gave therein, have been of ſingular 
uſe in the church; ſo hath the book of Martyrs been amo 
our ſelves,” tho* now it be deſpiſed, by ſuch as never inten 
to follow the examples contained in it. Dr. Owen. Expos. 
on Heb. xii. 1. p. 183. ＋ | 21854. 

CE YO 5 8 

This duty is well explain'd and recommended by him, 
whom we are now called to remember. Suddenly to for- 
get (faith he) the perſons of thoſe who have ſpoke to us the 
word of God, is too plain a proof, that we never much 
profited by them, whilſt we heard it ; but this is not intend- 
ed for the meer retaining their names or perſons, in our me- 
mories, to talk of them ; muchleſs, for any ſuperſtitious de- 
Gcations of days, or temples, or altars to them, by naming 
their names upon them; but that which is propoſed isa prac ; 
tical remembrance, to imitate, or copy after them: © whoſe 
faith follow.” The doctrine of faith, which they deliver'd, 
and the grace of faith, in which they lived and died: Be fol- 
lowers of their faith, not their failings, imitators of them, 
u they were of Chriſt Jeſus ; let your lives and practice be 
# living pictures of their graces, © confidering the end of 


their converſation, ” viewing the whole courſe and conduct 


of their lives, how they fought the good fight, without faint- 
ing; behold their conſtancy, patience, and courage, thro! all 
their various and numerous troubles, and how they went off 
the feld more than conquerors, ” Funeral ſermon for the late 
Reverend Mr, Richard Taylor. Pag. 5, 6. 
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of eminent Chriſtians, eſpecially miniſters, 
and to place their ' juſt characters in the 
cleareſt light. Jam ſorry, that I am, on 
many accounts, ſo unequal to this ſervice; 
however I hope where there is à willing 
mind, it will be accepted, and may be of 
ſome uſe. | > 10% 503 0 £ 

This worthy perſon, the reverend Mr. 
John Nesbitt was, as I am infotm'd, born 
in Northumberland 8 , his parents deſign- 
ing him for the miniſtry, ſent him to the 
univerſity at Edinburg ; but he had not been 
there long, before he was obliged to 
leave it, on the account of his zeal for 
the proteſtant religion, which he had diſ- 
cover d, in the moſt public manner, when 
the Duke of York, afterwards King James 
the ſecond, was preſent : This laid a foun- 
dation for his future troubles, As he and 
fome others, forced, by the iniquity of the 
times, to ſeck ſhelter in a ſtrange land, were 
going from London for Holland, they were 
ſeized, and committed cloſe priſoners to the 
Marſhalſea: There he was laid in irons, 
and confin'd for more than four months, 
in hopes of making him an evidence ; but 
tho' he was then under twenty years of 
age, God gave him grace and courage e- 
nough, to withſtand many advantageous 
offers, made him by the King, in council. 
During his confinement he had no books 
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in the priſon with him, except his bible, 
which he was fore d. to conceal, leſt it 
nould be taken from him: In this afflic- 
ting ſolitude he read the ſcriptures much, 
and was very ready in them, and God 
was with him: His preſence made the 
priſon a palace to him, as he has fince 
often declared, 4. Lig 3 E: 
His enemies not being able to prove as 
ny thing againſt him, he was. ſet at liber- 
ty, and then he went to Holland, to: finiſh 
his ſtudies; there he laid in a good ſtock of 
uſeful learning, God haviag bleſſed him with 
a very quick apprehenſion, a rich fancy, a 
ſtrong memory, and a ſolid judgment. He 
was very well read in claſlic authors, and 
throughly vers'd in hiſtory, and was not un- 
acquainted with the antient Chriſtian wri- 
ters, and the ſtate of the church, in different 
ages, He had an exact knowledge of the 
bLreck tongue as I am inform'd, by one 
who is able to judge, and who was very 
intimate with him. Few of his contem- 
poraries in the miniſtry equal'd him in learn- 
ing, and none could be leſs guilty of oſten- 
tation, that way, than he: He was reſpect- 
ed, on this account, by all men of letters, 
tho' of different ſentiments from his. 
He enter'd young upon the miniſtry, with 
great acceptation, which (tho not very 
uſual) was continued to the laſt; not only 
among his own people, but wherever he 
occaſionally labour'd. 5 
F 2 As 
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As a preacher he was qualified with ex. 
cellent gifts; he had a natural viwreity, 
ſtrong ſenſe, lively affections, and 'a ready 
utterance; a very cloſe and firiking way 
of expreſſion, and, which I take to be far 
greater, he was favour d with a great preſence 
of God with him, in his work, which 
made it pleaſant and delightful, both to 
himſelf and his 'hearers, wherever he came. 
His acquaintance with the Scriptures was 
very great, and his explication and appli- 
cation of them in preaching very judicious 
and affecting; his citations from them 
would often be very ſurprizing, and his 
alluſions to paſſages in them very beautiful; 
the ſimilitudes he usd were very apt and 
ingenious, ſuited to fix the matter upon 
the mind: He was both an able and faith- 
ful miniſter, who knew how to divide 
the word aright, and to give to every one 
his proper portion. In trying the ſpititual 
ſtate of his hearers, he would be very cloſe 
and ſcarching! And they muſt be dread- 
fully ſtupid and harden'd, who could, un- 
der his preaching, go on in a'courſe of 
fin, How would he denounce the threat- 
enipgs of God againſt hypocrites; with a 
Chriſt like zeal and indignation 2 and pet 
he was very Skillful, in ſpeaking a word 
in ſeaſon ta weary and wounded: ſouls, 

ading them to truſt in the Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, and to ſtay, themſelves on him, the 

great God of their ſalvation. His dil 
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were well compoſed and digeſted; and were 
the fruit of hard ſtudy. He did not amuſe the 


people with uſelels curioſities, nor pur | 
them off with chaff, inſtead of the ſolid 
gtain; he fed them with the ſincere milk 


of the word, that they might grow there- 
by 

5 often preschd on practical points, 
but in an evangelical way, teaching his 
hearers to derive their ſtrength for duty, 
their motives to it, and delight in it, from 
à crucified and riſen Jeſus, which was his 
profeſſed, and mot delightful ſubject. He 
was much diſpleaſed with what fome call 


practical preaching, which he us'd to ſay, 


he took to be a droping the Chriſtian 
faith, and ſinking below ſome heathen mo- 
raliſs., One upon his death bed charged 
his friend, to let Mr. Nesbitt know, that 
he bleſſed God for his miniſtry, which 
brought him to a clear and ſaving know- 
ledge of Chriſt, in his perſon and all his 
offices, which, ſaid he; I had never attain'd, 
tho'I had been a church member many 
years, till I came to ſit under Mr. Net- 
bitt's miniſtry. 

He had a well digeſted knowledge of 
the doctrines of the goſpel, and ſtrictly ad- 
herd to them, to the very laſt: Such as 
the doctrine of the Trinity in unity; the 
union of the divine and humane natures, in 
the perſon of Chriſt; the abſolute ſovereign- 
1 of Gor s clecting *.. and the freeneſs 

; "WE 


38 A FUNERAL SI MON 


of his cflicaciaus grace; the covenant. 
grace, as made with Chriſt, and wich al 
the elect in him; the Juſtification of à ſin. 
ner before God, by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt alone, with the reſt of thoſe dodrines 
commonly called calviniſtic, He was'well 
acquainted with the ſtate of the contro- 
verſies, which had been raiſed, as to- theſe 
momentous points, and had a very happy 
way of expoſing the abſurdities, --which 
they who oppoſe the truth, run into, un- 
der pretences of making things above rea- 
ſon, more pleaſing to what men of cor- 
rupt minds take the liberty to call reaſon. 
As he learned his faith from the Scriptures, 
and was for going no further in explain- 
ing myſteries, than he gain'd light from 
thence ; ſo he was not afraid, or aſhamed, 
to own what he believ'd, or to ſtand up 
for it, when attack d. In the cloſe of the 
laſt century, the controverſy relating to the 
. doctrine of juſtification ran high; then he 
ſtood by the antient faith, and appear d as 
bold as any one againſt innovations; and 
at, the ſame time, joined with four others 
of his brethren, in declaring openly againſt 
antinomian errors. In'the late unhappy 
diſputes, concerning the Trinity, he cheat- 
fully bore his teſtimony againſt any attempt, 
to give up a doctrine of the laſt wen 
tance ; and he thought it no abſurdity, t 

ſubſcribe with his hand, the dodrine, 
which he believed in his heart, and Wen 
ed to the people. | 
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When he was about twenty nine or 
thicty years of age, he accepted of a call 
to the paſtoral office, in this church, which 
he diſcharged, for more than thirty years 
together, with great faithfulneſs, diligence 
and ſueceſs; in all which time, I am told, 
he never miſſed the adminiſtration of the 
Lord's ſupper, at the uſual ſeaſons, above 
once or twice; and was very ſeldom ab- 
ſent from his own'pulpit, on a Lord's day. 
His labours were abundantly bleſſed for 
converſion and edification, of which there 
are yet many living witneſſes. As a faith- 
ful ſhepherd, he watched over the flock, 
with tenderneſs, and compaſſionate regard 
to the meaneſt of them. 

In his judgment, as to church diſcipline, 
he was what is called congregational, and 
in the management of church affairs, he 
acted with great wiſdom and prudence, 
and a great regard to the good of his 
people: He never lorded it over God's he- 
ritage, but allow'd the people their juſt rights ; 
yet he would not, by inſults, be prevailed 
upon, to give up his own; nor permit 
any to deſpiſe him ; well knowing, that 
the authority, as well as the gentleneſs of 
a paſtor, js for the good of the church. 
He was a great loyer of peace, which to 
the church's honour, and his comfort, was 
enjoy d, during his time, in as great a de- 
gee as in any 8 of their ſtanding. 

When 
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When any differences aroſe he always en. 
deavour d, by proper A ge ſtifle thei 
in the beginning; and 4 he had the wal 
fare of his people much at heart, ſo there 
were few, if any, who Were more reve. 
renced and loyd by heir people, than he 
Was. 
His temper was Aly. generous, he 
hated, as he uſed to ſay, a narrow ſordid 
ſpirit, and Was far from being guilty of it 
himſelf. He provided for his family 
by laying up, but by laying 2 | 
his bread upon the waters, which God C 
turned again, not in many days, but in 
few. I am inform'd by one who well 
knew, that he always gave away a tenth 
part of his income to. charitable uſes: He 
was very liberal tothe poor, eſpecially to 
poor miniſters, in the country, for whom 
he often pleaded, with great carneſinels 
and ſucceſs in public; and on all occaſions, 
he was ready to ſhew kindneſs to them, 
and to do all he could, to encourage and ſup- 
port young men, deſigned for, or entring 
upon the miniſtry, who were ſound in the 
faith and like to be uſeful. His humanity 
and compaſſion, improved and heighten'd 
by grace, diſpos d him to give all the re- 
lief and comfort he was able, to all the 
diſtreſſed that came under his care. 

His natural temper, which was quick and 
warm, was ſo much under the government 


of prudence and grace, that he could com- 
I mand 
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mand it to admiration. And, as I am inform- 
ed, by more than one, if his anger was juſtly 4 
drawn out ; he would be the firſt in ſhewing 
a willingneſs to be at peace: An example ve⸗ 
ry worthy of imitation. 

His converſation was ſuch as became the 
golpel, and he adorned the doctrine of God 
his Saviour: He was a great redeemer of time, 
and as one worthy of credit has told me, was 
neyet obſerv d to ſpend an hour, in a trifling 
manner: his viſits were generally ſhort,but ve- 
ry agreeable, and uſeful : His advice both as ta 
things relating to this world, and another, was 
very proper, judicious, and valuable. He fil- 
led up the relations of private life well, he 
wasatender loving husband, and parent, and 
adminiftred advice and reproof to his chil- 
dren, as there was occaſion ; not approving of 
any thing in any of them, that was diſho- 
nourable to the goſpel: His conduct as a maſ- 
tet was ſuch, as commanded the love and 
reſpect of his ſervants. 

Tho his ſermons were receiv'd with gene- 
ral approbation, and he was much preſſed to 
ptint many of them, yet, ſuch was his modeſ- 
ty, that he never could be prevail'd upon to 
publiſh more than fix ; three occaſioned by 
the deaths of miniſtets, who were his partictt- 
8 friends, and three preached to young per- 

ons. 

Some time before he was taken ill, he uſed 
to ſay his work was done; and that very night 
be felt the diſtemper coming upon him, he 

prayed 
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praycd in the family very carneſtly, that the 
Lord would not lay upon him more than 
he would enable him to bear: Which requeſt 
was wonderfully anſwer'd, for during the 
whole time of his illneſs, he ſhew'd great 
calmneſs, and reſignation to the will of God; 
never murmuring at his hand ; but patiently 
waiting for his diſmiſſion from this to a bet- 
ter world. When the time came, his depart- 
ture was very ſudden, the king of tertors did 
not keep him long in hand; he has finiſn d his 
courſe, and we have reaſon to think, he is 
cnter'd into the joy of his Lord. 

I perſuade myſelf, that you have the more 
patiently attended to this account of him, as 
it contains a comment upon my text, and ex 
emplifies that death to ſin and the world, and 
that life with God in Chriſt, of which you 
have been hearing. As to the truth of the 
things related, I have the teſtimony of ſeveral, 
who well knew, and I believe have faithfully 
reported them; and there are many others al 
ſo who have known his doctrine, manner of 


life, purpoſe, faith, long ſuffering, charity, 


Patience. * 
What remains, is to hint and pres thc 
improvement which we ſhould reſpectivel 
make of this providence. | 
It is very ſad, to loſe the uſefulneſs of out 
friends lives and deaths: The rod has a voice 
as well as the word, and the death of our mi- 
nifters and Chriſtian friends, loudly calls up- 


on us, to be alſo ready, to follow their 120 
. an 


* to... _ 


66 aa a aa. . a ac ant: _ a 


ron Mx. NESsBIT Tr. 43 


and to remember we muſt ſhortly leave this 
world, and go after them into another; and 
therefore we ſhould be dead to this, and more, 
alive to that bleſſed world, where they whoſe 
life is now hid with Chriſt in God, ſhall for- 
eyer live with Chriſt in glory. 

May God ſanctify the breach to the family, 
more immediately concerned? May he be a 
husband and a comforter to the diſconſolate 
widow, and a father to the fatherleſs > May 
he remember his covenant for them, and 
cauſe them all to know the God of their fa- 
ther, and to ſerve him, with a perfect heart, 
anda willing mind! And may theyfind the 
grace of Chriſt ſufficient for them in every 
trouble, danger, and duty !Their loſs is great, 
but God can make it up to them, in that life 
which is hid with Chriſt in God; and nothing 
ſhort of-that can do it. 

You who attended his miniſtry, ſuch of you 
as are members of the church eſpecially, are 
called to remember him, who ſpoke to you 
the word of God, whole faith follow, conſi- 
dering the end of his converſations. His ex- 
cellent printed ſermon on this ſubjecti, I 
would refer you to, for direction in this mat- 
ter, how the people are to follow their miniſ- 
ters he explains, in theſe words; “ be follow- 
ers of their faith, not their failings, imitators 
ofthem, as they werk Chriſ * And 
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ed; for © there is not a juſt man upon earth, 


vhich is my earneſt deſire, that in yout daily, 
and moſt fervent prayers, you would beg of 
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thus now dead, he ſpeaks to you, to follpy 
his faith, and whatever was good inhis etams 
ple; but not to ſet one ſtep after him, any fa 
ther than he follow'd Chriſt : Our blefied 

Lord only was a perfect pattern of putij 
but yet we wrong our ſelyes, as well as our 
departed Chriſtian friends, if we either ug. 
lect to imitate, and much more if weder 
ſpiſe and cenſure, their good examples, ont 

account of any imperfections, which were 
ſcen in them, from which none are exempt; 


that does good and ſinneth not. 
There is one thing more which I cannot omi; 


God a ſupply of his ſpitit and grace, fot him 
who has the ſole care and overſight of this: 
church, now bereay'd of their formet dem 
paſtor; and that all the ordinances of the gol 
pe}, and every miniſtration of the word; by + 
him, or his fellow helper in the goſpel; thay 
be for God's glory and your comfort and 
edification. n 
May we all be fo happy, as to partake of 


that ſpiritual life, which is hid with Cheilt - 


in God, and then we ſhall ſoon (ſome of us 
it may be, very ſoon) get beyond all ow3 
loſſes, ſins and ſorrows ; and when Chriſt og 
life ſhall appear, them ſuall we appear Nl 
him in glory. e 
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